
SS: Today is the 27th of July 2020 and I’m interviewing Mr Michael Samoultanis at the Athenian
Tree Restaurant (Canton) and we’re talking about the Docks when they were still in use…
MS: Yeah, well, I was born here in ‘68, in St David’s Hospital, to Greek parents; my father is 
from Athens, my mother is from Corfu. I think we lived with my grandparents in Gloucester 
Street, which is in Riverside until I was about...wasn’t long, I think until I was about 3 years old, 
or 4. Then we moved to Rumney in Cardiff, but I was constantly at my grandparents’; that was 
my mother’s parents, who lived in Cardiff.  
SS: So, I would imagine that you don’t remember a lot from Riverside…
MS: No…
SS: (While) growing up, do you know if there were many (Greek) people living down there, near 
the Docks?
SM: Oh, yeah, I had cousins who lived in Grangetown, you know, that area… a couple down at 
the Docks...yeah, a lot of Greeks, you know, when we were small, we ‘d go to see cousins and 
all the other greek community, ‘cause my parents were Greek, so we had to tag along to the old 
Greek, yeah…
SS: Basically, we’re just collecting information from people like you, anyone we can find now, to 
see if they remember any names of people who used to work at the Docks, or had a job relating 
to ships…
MS: My godfather was a captain of oil tankers and he lived here with us…
SS: Would you mind saying the name?
MS: Giorgos Papadopoulos, from Athens originally, Halandri. He was really good friends with 
my father so he was my godfather and I got christened in the Greek church in town (Cardiff). 
Unfortunately, he didn’t pay the priest; he ran off before he had to pay the priest, so everyone 
else had to pay; I thought I’ll throw that in, ‘cause it’s a typical Greek thing! ...Yeah, he’d be 
gone for six months, he’d go everywhere, in Venezuela, he had big oil tankers and cargo ships, 
he was captain of them, he wasn’t captain of a cruise ship… So, he’d be gone (for 6 months), 
he’d come back, we’d go to pick him up on the boat, he’d show us around and it was huge. You 
know, being small (myself), it looked...but it was huge anyway. He stayed with us for six months,
so he got six months on (obviously they paid him too much money) and then he’d have six 
months off and then he’d go again...and he’d always go from Cardiff. Once or twice they’d 
phone him and say there’s a ship in Southampton for him to take, but as far as I remember till I 
was 16, from the time (I was) about 5, he’d be back and forth. He’s the only person I really 
know, Greek wise, who had anything to do with Cardiff Docks.
SS: That’s interesting to know of some people, because we’re trying to see not just from people 
who worked at the Docks but in general from the community, we’re trying to find out where 
people came from originally.  
MS: I’ll tell you what I have got...here, if you look, I’ve got original receipts which I framed which 
was found in a skip...and they were all greek companies and they were all different dates… 
1941, Vrettos Dimitris...in ‘42, and (you can see) the guy who was buying it...all ship merchants 
were Greek.
SS: That’s interesting!
MS: Yeah, so we’ve got more here…
SS: I think I’ve seen something like that at The Hellenic (Eatery).
MS: Yeah, I gave it to him; and all this was going in the skip!



SS: Would you mind if we took pictures?
MS: No, no, take pictures, you’re welcome to. See that one there? (Trying to make out the 
writing)...Emvryonis, is it?
SS: I’ve seen some other names at The Hellenic...Empiricos…
MS: They all had to do with the Docks, at one stage, during the war and just up until the 60s, the
ship merchants who were selling supplies for ships were Greek or Greek-Cypriots. I was just 
walking past a skip, saw it and just asked the guy. He said ‘Oh, take it’ and inside were 
hundreds of original invoices; I’ve still got a lot left and what I’m gonna do now, I’m gonna get 
the time and give them to the British Maritime Museum. There are some pre-war and after war, 
you can see the difference in...I’ve looked through them and you can see the difference in what 
people were buying, the ships who weren’t coming in so it was quiet…
SS: You can see different phases (of the Docks history)...Which brings me to the next question 
because I was going to ask: do you have any photos of that time when you were little, or maybe 
from your parents’ time.
MS: I must have at my mum’s house, maybe some embarrassing photographs...   
SS: No, you don’t have to…
MS: Yeah, I will, I’ll take some out, we’ve got some from the 70s when we were at the house in 
Rhumney, we’ve got loads of them.   
SS: We want to see if we can find anything to show what life was (like) at that time. Ehm...any 
names that come to mind of other professions that Greeks were doing at that time?
MS: Yeah, ehm… Mike Gatropadi, who was one of the best panel beater sprayers here, he was 
the best, he taught everyone how to be a professional paint sprayer and panel coachbuilder. 
Jimmy Exintaris, who’s dead now, sadly...again, that was another place he had, the S&E Motors
in Colchester Avenue, that’s where his house is now. He got taught from Mike Gatropadi and he
was a friend of my father’s, so I used to go to him as a kid...you know, my father hardly spoke 
English anyway so he mixed with the Greeks. It was just easier, I think, I don’t know why. But 
Jimmy, yeah, Jimmy Exintaris...his brother Kostas had a little cafe in Salisbury Road, there was 
plenty of Greeks. 
SS: Yeah, we’re looking at any kind (of profession), some people have told us about shop 
owners, cafes…
MS: Propetis...ehm, Spiro, the boy, his son; nowhe’s my age. He runs Fintans chip shops; they 
were called ‘Top Gun’ at first. Actually, the one in Whitchurch, which was the original chip shop, 
still (has) got that name; the rest are Fintans now and he’s grown it...and they had a 
convenience store in...I think it was Heath Road. So, chip shops were all Greek or Italian when I
was a kid.    
SS: I didn’t know that.
MS: All the shops were...if you wanted fish and chips, it was either Greek or Italian. I mean, City 
Road, Woodville Road, Crwys Road...it was all Greek! It’s turning back now, all Greek…
SS: Yes, it does…
MS: Ehm..the … night club, it was a nightclub with bouzoukia in the late 70s and 80s...and you 
know Oly...Olympos, he was a partner there, so you need to ask him about that.
SS: Ok, so..I hadn’t realised that he’s been here for so long!
MS: Oly was best friends with my uncle, my mother’s brother who sadly passed away about 8 
years ago, they were like that (crossing fingers)..like a married couple, but they weren’t a 



married couple, if you know what I mean. They were very good friends and they did everything 
together; they had businesses together, so Oly can fill you in more. And he will give you better 
(information) than me, cause obviously he’s older..
SS: That’s great, because I was going to ask you if you have anyone else that you think could…
MS: Yeah, Oly…
SS: I don’t know if your parents…
MS: Yeah, my mother would probably do it. You’d have to go and see her cause she’s ill now, 
she’s 80 and she’s broken her hip, so yeah you could go up and see her. I’ll speak to her.
SS: If you wouldn’t mind asking...I don’t know at the moment if she’s worried about meeting  
(because of the coronavirus), we could leave it till later.
MS: No, she’s been in all through it, we didn’t let them out, we locked them in, me and my 
brothers. I’ve got two brothers, Christopher and Spiro, older than me; I’m the youngest of three. 
One is an engineer and the other one had a bar in Corfu ten years ago.    
SS: Ok,right...yeah, basically, that’s all, just asking for general information.
MS: I’ll let my mother know, she’d be happy for you to go up there. She’ll fill you with food but 
she’ll be happy…
SS: Oh, we won’t mind that…Ok, thank you!
MS: She can really tell you more. My father had a business when we were young, he had a 
business first with my uncle who sadly passed away; it was selling fish to all the chip shops, 
cause (they were) mainly all Greek / Italian.
SS: So, he was a provider (meaning supplier...) 
MS: Yeah, we used to go with him at 50mph to Grimsby, which is like 8 hours away if you’re 
doing 50mph, in a old shaky truck and when my uncle died he started doing the pitta bread, but 
obviously it wasn’t the pitta bread we’ve got (nowadays), it was the pitta bread you buy in 
Tesco’s, for all the kebab houses. You know what Simos does?
SS: Yeah, yeah…
MS: My father had done that mobile. He’d done that for years.
SS: So, he didn’t have a shop where people would go, he would go around…
MS: No, he extended the house; the house was full of freezers, you know, for all the 
stock...olives, anything Greek, olive oil.
SS: So, you basically worked for him. (laughing)
MS: I worked for him, yeah, and then I had to go. You know, you can’t work for your parents (for
too long?) And I was never one to...my brothers did, all I just wanted was to escape. I wanted to 
go to Greece as soon as I was old enough, ‘cause we spent every (summer), we spent two 
months a year from as far (back) as I remember, we went to Athens. So, when I was 17 I left 
and I didn’t come back till I was 25. I went DJ-ing all around Europe, a lot of Greek islands. 
Then my father decided it was a good idea to open a nightclub in Santorini in 1988, I think. I was
about 19-20 (years old) then. After a year I left because you can’t work for your father, 
especially in a nightclub, so I left and went to Corfu, worked there for two seasons summer, (in 
the) winter I’d go to Athens and work in Halandri, in a club called the Hamam, owned by a good 
friend of my father’s whose father was Turkish but (he) was born here and his mother was 
Greek, (his name is) Paraskevas, and now he’s got a beautiful, one of the best seafood 
restaurants in Santorini, ‘cause his wife is from there. So, then, I’d done that and then I DJ-ed , I
went to Italy in the winter, in Milan, DJ-ed there, then I’d go back, I worked in Crete…



SS: How come you came back (to Cardiff) then?
MS: I came back then, you know, it was time...
SS: I suppose, the family is here..
MS: You know, 24-25 (years old), it’s old for a DJ then, it’s like a footballer, you’ve got a 10-year
span. Yeah, I made some good money out of it and I came back and I opened the garage, 
which I’ve still got; and then, unfortunately, I got involved with my friends to open a restaurant 
and we opened it in late November, it went really well and then, everyone knows what the story 
is (meaning the coronavirus global outbreak at the beginning of 2020, the UK lockdown in 
March and the closing of restaurants amongst other businesses for a few months), so yeah…
SS: It was a hard year, anyway, but you tried it…
MS: Yeah, and we’re still going, just about.     
SS: Right, thank you very much for that, thank you!
MS: That’s all right!
   

      


